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“Education and learning  
are the keys to a safe  
society, today and in  
the future. To that end  
it’s imperative that  
education resources  
like ‘SINCE 9/11’ are  
available for all young  
people throughout our  
schools and colleges”
Professor Simon Schama CBE

“On the 10th anniversary of the September 11th attacks 
on the United States, we launched the SINCE 9/11 
Education Programme in an effort to create a legacy 
of hope out of the horror and tragedy of that day. 
 
Our research showed that many young people had 
confused ideas surrounding the events of 9/11, and 
the causes and consequences of the worst terror 
attack in history. 

Together with our partners the UCL Institute of 
Education, we developed the SINCE 9/11 Education 
Programme, a free resource for UK secondary schools, 
providing teachers with the tools and guidance to 
effectively teach about 9/11, and subsequent terror 
attacks,  as well as promoting tolerance and respect 
for all faiths and religions.

In 2017-18, our SINCE 9/11 Education Programme is 
being taught in schools across the UK, and teachers 
from all over the world download our materials. Last 
year, our resources were downloaded some 10,000 
times, and the monumental WTC steel artwork 

for which our organisation was founded stands 
symbolically in London’s Olympic Park - a site which 
served to bring people together from every nation  
on earth.

However, in a year which witnessed five terrorist 
atrocities on British soil, it is clear that we need to 
redouble our efforts. We are a small charity with a big 
mission. But by working together and using the power 
of education, we can build a more cohesive society for 
the future; one which is free of terrorism and hatred.

17 years on from September 11th, our mission is 
now more critical than ever. The challenge we face 
is formidable, but with your help, SINCE 9/11 stands 
ready to rise to that challenge.”

Peter Rosengard,  
SINCE 9/11 Chairman

CHAIRMAN’S 
WELCOME



CHARITY 
DIRECTOR’S 
WELCOME

“2017 was a year of growth for SINCE 9/11, the 
demand for our work increased and the scope 
of our offer to the education sector expanded. 
However, as the Chairman notes, 2017 was also 
a shocking and appalling year for many reasons. 
In particular, the horrific violence unleashed on 
children and young people in the Manchester 
Arena bombing, perpetrated by a young man from 
the city himself, shook the nation to its very core. 

We were also reminded of the terrifying risk of 
young people being radicalised into supporting 
or engaging in terrorism themselves, as the Home 
Office published statistics showing that referral 
cases for radicalisation were at a record high, and 
that the largest share of referrals had come from  
the Education Sector. 

Schools are key institutions in their positioning 
to build resilience to extremism and violence. 
However, in order to do this effectively teachers 
need the confidence, skills and knowledge to 
engage with the key issues surrounding this 

phenomenon. Our job here at SINCE 9/11 is to 
support schools and to build their capacity to 
confront this understandably difficult issue head-on. 

Since 2011, our free teaching resources have 
been a crucial resource in building the long-
term capacity of schools to teach about 9/11 
and terrorism effectively. This year, we expanded 
greatly to deliver a programme of outreach 
workshops aimed at building resilience in the short 
and medium term as well. The highlight of which 
was arranging for a British survivor of the World 
Trade Center attacks to speak to 350 Sixth Form 
pupils in our inaugural Survivor Stories talk. 350 
students in one room and you could have heard 
a pin drop as they clung to every word of the 
eyewitness account. That was a day which we will 
certainly never forget. 

However, none of this growth would have been 
possible without you, our supporters and friends. 
In 2018-19 we want to expand even more, so that 
more teachers are using our teaching resources, 
and we are reaching more students directly with 
our outreach programme. Defeating terrorism 
will take a cross-societal effort, but the role of 
education cannot possibly be overstated.  
Please join us as we do our bit to build a safer  
and brighter future for all.”

Liam Duffy, SINCE 9/11 Charity Director

WHO  
ARE WE?

Kamal Hanif OBE 
Executive Principal 
Waverley Education 
Foundation

Matthew Hartley 
Partner, Allen & 
Overy 

Dr. Susan Tranter
Chief Executive, 
Edmonton 
Academy Trust

David Hill 
Former Director of 
Communications, 
10 Downing Street

Harry Hampson 
Co-Head of 
Industry Coverage 
for Corporates, 
JPMorgan 

Sir Steve 
Lancashire 
Founder & CEO  
of REAch2 
Academy Trust

We are SINCE 9/11. We are ambitious. We 
want to be the leading educational charity 
in the field. With your help, we’ll get there.

SINCE 9/11 Board of Trustees
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IF YOU’RE READING THIS, YOU PROBABLY  
REMEMBER EXACTLY WHERE YOU WERE  
ON SEPTEMBER 11TH 2001.

The 9/11 terror attacks would  
change the world overnight.  
Yet we are now at a crucial turning  
point, whereby today’s schoolchildren  
were not yet born when the attacks  
took place, and were born into a  
post-9/11 world. An understanding  
of the September 11th attacks is  
essential to understand the world  
around us today.

THE DAY THE  
WORLD TURNED
UPSIDE DOWN. 

Our mission is to build a legacy of hope from the 
tragedy of 9/11. To build a future where children 
and young people are making the best of their 
opportunities, not being drawn into terrorism and 
extremism. Schools are on the frontlines of our  
fight against extremism, but they can’t be expected 
to do it all alone. 

That’s why SINCE 9/11 exists. To support schools and 
empower teachers to protect tomorrow’s generation 
from going down a path of violence and hate. 

We teamed up with the World Number 1 ranked UCL 
Institute of Education to create a suite of teaching 
resources designed to support teaching of the events  

of 9/11, as well as the impact of terrorism and 
extremism on all of our lives. 

This year, record numbers of teachers downloaded the 
SINCE 9/11 resources from all over the world, and we 
reached thousands of schoolchildren directly through 
a programme of outreach workshops and talks with 
survivors of terrorist attacks. 

This Report will set out our activity and impact from the 
start of 2017 to the first few months of 2018. Everything 
we have achieved this year is only possible thanks to 
people like you.



HOW IT ALL BEGAN
It all started with an article in the Financial Times.  
SINCE 9/11 founder and Chairman, Peter Rosengard, 
learned over his morning coffee that the Port Authority  
of New York and New Jersey was donating pieces of the  
World Trade Center recovered from Ground Zero to  
American cities to commemorate the events of  
September 11th, 2001. 

SINCE 9/11 Chairman, Peter Rosengard, made it his 
mission to secure one of these pieces for London, a city  
with so many connections to New York City, and of course,  
with 67 Britons perishing in the 9/11 attacks – to this day,  
the largest loss of British life in any terrorist attack in history. 

Exactly 10 years on from September 11th 2001, Peter’s  
campaigning proved successful as the 9/11 London Project  
was founded, and New York artist Miya Ando worked to  
transform the steel into a moving public artwork. 

Today, the steel stands in London’s Queen Elizabeth  
Olympic Park and serves as a beacon of the Educational  
Charity that the 9/11 London Project would become:  
SINCE 9/11.

SOME OF OUR FRIENDS

“Since 9/11 has an important role in engaging 
young people in critical, demoratic discussion 
that builds mutual understanding and,  
therefore, combats extremism of all kinds”
Professor Becky Francis,  
Director, UCL Institute of Education

“We have found our engagement with Since 9/11 
really effective in enabling children and young 

people to understand key events in recent history 
that have had a profound effect on their lives and 

their communities. Since 9/11 is a gold mine. ”
Colin Diamond, 

Corporate Director Children and Young People, 
Birmingham City Council



RIGHT NOW, EXTREMISTS ARE TRYING TO  
LURE OUR YOUNG PEOPLE INTO A WORLD  
OF HATRED AND VIOLENCE. 
SINCE 9/11 IS USING THE POWER OF 
EDUCATION TO FIGHT BACK.

WHY?

In 2017, 
the United 
Kingdom  
was  
rocked by  
5 shocking 
terror  
attacks.

MANCHESTER ARENA

WESTMINSTER BRIDGE

LONDON BRIDGE AND 
BOROUGH MARKET

FINSBURY PARK

PARSONS GREEN



ALMOST 17 YEARS  
ON FROM 9/11,  
TACKLING EXTREMISM  
IS NOW MORE  
IMPORTANT THAN  
EVER BEFORE.
In the last few years, some 850 Britons have 
travelled to Syria and Iraq to join Islamic State.  
The risk of those returning to the UK and seeking  
to influence the next generation in towns and cities  
up and down the country cannot be overstated. 

As well as five terrible attacks, 2017 saw  
safeguarding referrals for radicalisation hitting  
an all time high. The number of arrests for terrorism  
offences was also at a record high. Extremist groups  
of various stripes are on the march. 

It is up to all of us to educate and protect Britain’s 
children and young people from choosing a path  
of hatred, violence and fanaticism.

NATIONAL 
EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE , 
BIRMINGHAM, 
JANUARY 2017
SINCE 9/11 kicked off 2017 with a huge 
National Education Conference held 
in Birmingham.

We launched the new and updated iteration  
of our UCL Institute of Education Teaching 
Resources. The conference gathered school  
leaders and educationalists from across the  
country to offer an insight into effective  
teaching of sensitive subjects relating to  
terrorism, and to highlight the importance  
of education in bringing people together 
and building resilience to extremism.



The audience gained valuable insights from 
leading experts in education and counter-
extremism, including: 

Founder of Inspire and new Counter- 
Extremism Commissioner, Sara Khan (top), 
Former Academies Minister, Lord Nash 
(bottom left), the Former Head of the Royal 
Navy, Lord West (bottom right), UCL IoE’s 
Jeremy Hayward, eminent historian, 
Professor Simon Schama and Hanif Qadir 
of the Active Change Foundation.

LONDON’S  
PUBLIC  
LINK TO  
SEPTEMBER 
11TH

The SINCE 9/11 World Trade Center artwork 
stands in London’s Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park as a beacon of our Education Programme.  

The Artwork is an important public connection  
for the city of London to the 9/11 attacks,  
standing in a park which welcomes over  
5 million visitors a year.



“IT IS  
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO TOUCH 
THE STEEL 
WITHOUT 
FEELING A 
LUMP IN THE 
THROAT” 
Londonist Magazine, 2017

At SINCE 9/11 we recognise the  
instrumental role which schools play in the 
fight against extremism & terrorism. But we 
also recognise that the education sector 
needs our help.

So, SINCE 9/11 teamed up with the world 
number 1 ranked UCL Institute of Education 
to create a suite of free, world-class teaching 
resources for Primary and Secondary 
teachers to help teach about sensitive  
issues relating to extremism and terrorism 
with confidence in the classroom.

In 2017, our resources were downloaded 
10,000 times by teachers from all over 
the world, and our Education Programme  
is being taught in schools across the  
United Kingdom.

THE SINCE 9/11 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME



“We are grateful for the SINCE 9/11 resource. The material is original 
and current considering how quickly the topic can change. Even if you 
want to adapt the material it is a fantastic resource around which to 
organize your own lessons and it is good to see UCL focusing on tackling 
the topic. I have used the materials with very few additions  
or modifications.” 
Tim Hunting, Hove Park School, Sussex

“At Dartford Grammar School, we place great value on our work with  
SINCE 9/11 as an organisation, and on their website as a resource. 
This has been particularly true for History, RS and Citizenship for some 
time, and now for Global Politics as well.”
Guy Hewett, Deputy Head, Dartford Grammar School

HEROES
AND 
HELPERS
In the wake of the devastating terrorist attacks of 2017, 
we noticed significant spikes in the numbers of people 
accessing our teaching resources in the aftermath of 
those events. 

This was a clear sign to us of real demand for high  
quality, trusted teaching resources to support the  
difficult conversations which take place in the  
aftermath of an attack. 

In response, we created a new ‘Heroes and Helpers’ 
pack to support teachers during this difficult time.  
The pack includes guidance on reassuring students as  
well as a lesson plan which highlights stories of heroism  
in the face of terror.

Case studies include the actions of Rt Hon Tobias 
Ellwood MP at Westminster Bridge, and heroic French 
Police Officer Lt Col Arnaud Beltrame.



“Even more than the once in a 
lifetime trip to New York, my whole 
involvement with SINCE 9/11 has 

opened my eyes to the issues not just 
surrounding 9/11, but why those issues 

are relevant today and how we can 
tackle extremism as a society.”

CASE STUDY: 
ARYA
As a GCSE student from Greater Manchester, Arya 
entered SINCE 9/11’s National Schools competition 
in 2015 with an arresting prize-winning essay on 
combating the hateful ideologies behind acts of 
terrorism like September 11th. 

Arya was invited to the United States Embassy in 
London to meet with then Ambassador Matthew 
Barzun, before going on the trip of a lifetime with a 
handful of other winners to New York City. Arya and 
the group met with police and fire chiefs working 
on 9/11, as well as private tour of the 9/11 National 
Memorial Museum and a meeting with former mayor 
of NYC, Rudy Giuliani. 

2 years later, in 2017 Arya was invited to the National 
Education Conference to read his essay before an 
audience of education professionals and counter-
extremism experts. Arya is now a first year student 
at Oxford University, and in summer 2018 will be 
continuing his involvement with SINCE 9/11 through 
a volunteer placement with the charity!

OUTREACH PROGRAMME:
TALKING TERRORISM
Terrorism is arguably the global issue at present, and children and young 
people need to talk about it. 

Understandably, terrorism and extremism can be uncomfortable territory 
for many teachers. 

Thanks to a grant from the Home Office’s Building a Stronger Britain 
Together Programme, SINCE 9/11 delivered an outreach programme of 
workshops across the UK with the explicit intention of holding those 
difficult conversations about terrorism and extremism, and to support the 
promotion of Fundamental British Values.



3,500  
students 
reached 
across the 
country.
From  
Blackburn  
to Brighton 
and 
everywhere 
in-between.

WHAT WAS THE BEST PART 
ABOUT THE WORKSHOP?100% OF TEACHERS WOULD 

RECOMMEND SINCE 9/11 TO 
ANOTHER SCHOOL

97% OF STUDENTS BETTER 
UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE 
OF CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

94% OF STUDENTS LEARNED 
MORE ABOUT 9/11

93% OF STUDENTS UNDERSTOOD  
MORE ABOUT HOW EXTREMISTS  
USE THE INTERNET

“Learning that critical thinking skills 
are important and how you use social 
media safely” 
Year 8 student, West Midlands

“Highlighting how some sources 
cannot be trusted. I feel that everyone 
in today’s society needs this skill”
Year 9 student, West Midlands



WHERE WE’VE 
BEEN WORKING
SINCE 9/11 Workshops have 
been delivered in Schools across  
the country, from Brighton to  
Leeds and everywhere in between.

Two-Thirds of our workshops were 
delivered in London and Birmingham,
which according to Home Office  
statistics for radicalisation referrals  
are the areas of most need.

• LONDON supplied the most referrals 
for radicalisation (25%), this is where 
most SINCE 9/11 workshops have 
been delivered. 

• With 23% of referrals, BIRMINGHAM 
supplied the 2nd most – where 1/3rd 
or our workshops were delivered. 

• 27% of all radicalisation referrals were 
under 15 years of age.  
(HOME OFFICE STATISTICS)

LONDONBIRMINGHAM  
& THE WEST  

MIDLANDS BRIGHTON

BISHOP’S STORTFORD, 
HERTFORDSHIRE

DONCASTER & 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE

BLACKBURN

WEST YORKSHIRE

“I will be recommending the SINCE 
9/11 sessions to other schools in the 
area, as they are expertly facilitated and 
incredibly worthwhile for the students.”
Jane Götschel, 
Headmistress, Lordswood Girls School, Birmingham

“The interaction in the workshops 
allowed students to voice opinions 
and receive information they may not 
receive in everyday education” 
Teacher at Heartlands Academy, Birmingham



According to Home Office Statistics, most safeguarding 
referrals made for individuals at risk of being drawn into 
terrorism are from London (25%).

The second most referrals came from Birmingham (23%).

56% of total referrals nationwide were for individuals 
under 20 years of age.

33% of all referrals were made by the education sector.

These figures highlight the dire need for support in the 
areas in which SINCE 9/11 is working.

THE 
BUZZ
Here’s what  
people  
are saying 
on social  
media

“Thank you for a brilliant session today @SINCE911uk 
– utterly inspiring stuff and I would recommend your 
workshops to all agencies” 
@VictoriaGregso2 (Blackburn with Darwen Council)

“We were lucky enough to have @SINCE911uk come  
and deliver workshops to all our Y7 & Y8 students. 
Highly recommended. 
@qriaz (Qamar Riaz, Headteacher)

“It was good to welcome @SINCE911uk to @BVGS1527 
today: workshops with Year 8 and an assembly for  
Year 9. Very thought-provoking. Thank you.” 
@BVGS1527 (Bishop’s Vesey School, Birmingham)

“Hi there, can I just say I visited the SINCE 9/11  
memorial at the Olympic Park in September last  
year, and was completely blown away by it. It was  
so secluded and peaceful. I cried so much.” 
Cheryl, Facebook



SURVIVORS
STORIES
In December 2017, we were able to launch 
a new and exciting project which gave 
young  people the unique opportunity to 
hear  directly from a British survivor of the  
September 11th terror attacks.

350 Sixth Form Students (16-18) sat in 
awe as Janice Brooks (pictured) recounted 
her  incredible story of escaping from the 
84th  floor of the World Trade Center.

Janice would lose 61 colleagues and 
friends that day.

Our first-ever 
Survivor Stories  
talk would have 
been impossible 
without the 
wonderful staff 
and students at 
Bishop’s Stortford 
High School in 
Hertfordshire. 
Here’s what they 
had to say:

“Profound and heart-breaking. It must have been 
a traumatic experience yet Janice speaks about 
it for the good of everyone”  
Sebastian

“Brilliant speech by Janice. She gave me a point 
of view I had never seen before. Taught me how 
valuable life is”  
Islen

“It was a really brilliant, thought-provoking 
session that helped to humanise something I  
fear has become more of a statistic”  
Joe



GROWING  
THE PROJECT

“My hope is that the more these 
stories spread, the more likely it 
is that a would-be terrorist will 
stop and think about their loved 
ones before going down a path 
of violence”
Sudhesh Dahad (pictured),  
7/7 survivor working with SINCE 9/11

We have survivors of other terrorist attacks, 
including the 7/7 London Transport 
bombings and Boston Marathon bombing, 
ready to join this unique project. 

But we will need your support to make 
it a reality and give young people this 
invaluable experience.

SINCE 
9/11 
IN 
THE 
PRESS

Ahead of the 16th anniversary of the September 11th attacks,  
SINCE 9/11 trustees, Kamal Hanif OBE, Sir Steve Lancashire and 
founder, Peter Rosengard, comment in The Telegraph on the 
importance of teaching about 9/11.

Reporter Martin Ford covers SINCE 9/11’s first ever survivor talk 
with British 9/11 survivor Janice Brooks talking with pupils at Bishop 
Stortford School.

Ahead of the National Education Conference in Birmingham, the 
Birmingham Mail spoke to SINCE 9/11 trustee, Kamal Hanif OBE and 
SINCE 9/11 supporter, Simon Schama CBE.



OUR NEEDS
Although we were successful in securing 
funding through the Home Office Building 
a Stronger Britain Together programme, 
SINCE 9/11 relies on the generosity of 
our supporters to keep our Education 
Programme and public link to September 
11th alive.

YOUR SUPPORT 
Your support allows us to keep the SINCE 9/11 
Artwork maintained and hosted in London’s Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park.

Your support means we can invest in new resources  
for schools as demands evolve.

Your support means we can invest in keeping  
the materials up to date in an ever-changing field.

Your support means we can start new and  
exciting projects for children and young people  
across the country.

Donations
75%

Other
10%

Public Funding
15%

SOME  
OF OUR 
PARTNERS

None of our achievements to date 
would have been possible without  
our partners and Official Supporters. 
Thank you!



9/11 
CHANGED 

THE 
WORLD.

EDUCATION 
CHANGES 
LIVES.



THANK  
YOU FOR 
YOUR 
SUPPORT

WWW.SINCE911.COM  |  @SINCE911UK

WITHOUT YOU, NONE OF OUR 
ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2017 WOULD  
HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE, AND WITH  
YOU, WE WILL ACHIEVE EVEN  
MORE IN 2018-19. 

PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR MISSION  
TO BUILD A LEGACY OF HOPE  
FROM THE TRAGEDY OF  
SEPTEMBER 11TH 2001.

VISIT 
WWW.SINCE911.COM/GET-INVOLVED


